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moſt admirable Viſibilities, the moſt exquifſt 
and melodious Sounds, and moſt tranſ 
Joy that ever dilated the Heatt ? He ht 
Lern, ſays the Apoſt 


it enter into the Heart of Man to'vonceive the | 
or WR tranQenceny, and unutterable, 


aud 


le, nor Ea lud, neither did 
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and inconceivable 9 and full Fruition 


f them who 7 thoſe heavenly Manſions, 
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ſible Hoards of Gold, or the lea > of 


Water to all the Seas in 'the World. 5 


pn BOS: 
Blood which cannot inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven; which ſhall be done at the laſt Day, 
when Chriſt Jeſus ſhall preſent us Glorious, 
Without Spot, Wrinkle, or ImperfeQtion:; 
when our Underftandings ſhall be ſupernatu- 
rally Irradiated, and our Minds .unerringly 
Illuminated with extraordinary Enlagement, 
above, infinitely , above -Rhetorical Themes, 
or Fanecke Szeaciey, or Angelical Deſeri- 
ption of theſe Celeſtial Secrets, Incomprehen- 
{ible Glory, and Immortal Light. And fo 
much we conceive ſufficient, by way of In- 
| troduction to the Text: For, as it is written, 
Ee bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
$ it enter d into the Heart of Man, the Thing 
which God hath prepared for thoſe that love him. 
I.! order to underſtand the Words, ſo far as 
j the Excellencies of the Subject will admit of, 
| ?twill be requiſite that we take Notice of the 
1; Afeveral Expreſſions. concerning them; and of 
. this, with the moſt moving Eloquence, com- 
prehenſive Terms, and affluenſive Expreſſions, 
the Apoſtles are abundantly expreſs ; A King- 
dom; An Heavenly Ring dom; The Ring dom of 
Gad; An Inheritance of the Saints of Light ; An 
|: | Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
Fadeth not away, A Crown of Righteouſneſs's 
# ' -Fulneſs of Joy; Everlaſting Pleaſures; A ſwift 
flowing River, and Torrent of Pleaſures ;- Immor- 
tality ; Incorruptibleneſs ; Spiritualneſs., . 
1 {* _. Now the End of this Variety of Terms, is 
i -. tojſer forth the Glory and Beauty of it, ſpeak- 


ning after the Manner of Men only; which 
. Ei | ES B | could 


; FF ²˙ . — 11 —— 
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1 could not have been done in Words more [ 
BI proper than the Holy Ghoſt hath thought fit q 
Wi | here to denominate them by. A Kingdom; 
a Kingly Throne moſt ſignificantly demon- 

| ſtrates the Sublimity and Top of all Earthly 


Happineſs, ſublunary Bliſs, and humane Great- - | 
neſs ; a Confluence of all the Riches, Plea- 
fures and Honours, or what the Heart of Man 


* >. ee — eg” IK 6. 


1 can never © intenſely wiſh, induſtriouſſy ſeek, 
14 or paſſionately long for. A Kingdom of God, L 
Wis of his own making, not made with Hands, N 


| beautified and adorned, repleniſhed and em- 
|  hblazoned, garniſhed and beſpangled with 
'Y bright all-reſplendent Light, ineffable Felici- 
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ra 


1 ties, and incomprehenſible Excellencies, be- 
coming and beſeeming the Glorious Reſidence, {| 
11 and the matchleſs Habitation of the Great l 
Royal Monarch of Heaven and Earth, the ; 
WI | King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and only {| 
1 Ruler of Potentates. A mighty immeaſurable 

Maſs likewiſe of this moſt Glorious Empy- 

1 . | 2 5 | | 

1 rean Light; a Diſtribution of the Joys and 
1 Dignities of this ſuperceleſtial tranſcendent -. | 


Kingdom, which, before all Eternity, were | 
deſign'd to enlarge and reward all the faithful 
Servants and Denizons of that Place. An In- 1 
heritance ſettled upon us, made over and 
ſealed unto us, by the deareſt, higheſt, and 
moſt valuable Price that ever was offer d, or 
=. paid, even the moſt precious Blood of our 
is Il Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift ; and upon that 


* Mortgage and Ranſom, eternally and unalte- 
[ rably conveyed unto us, by the indubitable q 


aud 


* 


ruptible fading Garlands of Ohmpic Gamers, 
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and indiſputable Proprietor and Lord of the 


whole Heaven and Earth, and all that is 


therein. A rich and glorious Inheritance too, 


fit for the awful Majeſty and tender Mercy 


of Almighty God to give and beſtow, the 


invaluable and immaculate Blood of his be- 
loved Son to redeem and purchaſe, and the 
dearly beloved of his Soul to enjoy 3 the 
meet Partakers of the Inheritance of the 


Saints of Light, and all the Jult made Perfect. 


An Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away; ſubje& to no Diſ- 
ſolution, Diminution, or Aboliſhment, by any 
Decay from within, or Violence from without; 


by any Diſaſter to obſtruct its Happineſs, or 
= 


me to limit its Glory, but a Bliſs freſh and 


full, always verdant, always growing, orient, 


precious, and delightful, rho? invariable, by 
a continued cooſtant Charm, after innumera- 
ble Years unpalled Enjoy ment, as at firſt En- 
trance, Induction, Inſtitution and Commence- 
ment. A Crown of Righteouſneſs, full dear- 
ly boughr, and fairly come by ; bought by 
x warmeſt Blood of our Saviour's bittereſt 
Agony; fairly come by, by running the Race 
that is ſet before us with Conſtancy and Per- 
ſeverance, indefatigable Zeal, and univerſal 
Uprightneſs, thro all Oppoſition to which 
the Goſpel ſhould expoſe them. A Righte- 


ouſneſs crowning Combatants ſuch; with im- 


mortal Honour and triumphanr Glory. A 
Glory indompetently above any of the cor- 


} or 


+, 
—y 


EF ne) - 

or Iſthmian Racers, to which they are here 1 
alluded ; but a Felicity and Proſperity accom- 

panying a righteous Life here, and an eternal 
Glory hereafter, rewarded and crowned by 
Almighty God, and deſcending upon all thoſe 
who run and perform the Race pallantly, 
chriſtianly, and valiantly, and ſtrictly and 


punctually obſerve the Goſpel-Rule, by giving | 
[no Offence apainſt the Laws of the Combate. 
T3 An exceeding eternal Weight of Glory; to a 
11 which Crowns and Kingdoms, Pearls and q 
I Jewels, all the Glory and Riches of this i 
World, all the numerous Trophies attending i 
| the Victories and Conqueſts of the moſt war- | 
; like proſperous Achievement of the Jet. 5 
| Monarthies, are comparatively nothing to 


= the Multitude and Greatneſs, Magnificency 
ö and Abundance of that overflowing Riches, 
which will gloriouſly crown with innumerable 
undeſcriptive Prerogatives, marvellous Excel- 
lencies, and heavenly inexplicable Endow- 
ments, all his faithful Servants. To give a 
poſitive, full, and adequate Deſcription of the 
_ Excellency of this Reward and Glory, the 
Weakneſs of our finite Capacities will'not ads 
. Now, the great Variety of theſe Denomi- 
T nations, Compariſons, 'and Alluſions, is not 
intended to deſcribe the true intrinſick Glory, 
or the perfect Clearneſs of the Objects as they 
really and eſſentially are, but in ſuch Declara- 
tions, Language, Ideas, and Repreſentations, 
as beſt accommodate themſelves to the e 8 
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Capacities and low Apprehenſions of the nar- 


row Faculties of Man dwelling in Bodies of 


Fleſh, converſing with. groſs: and material 
Objects, and moved by ſenſible Collections, 


Tnferences and Impreſſions. Some Preſages, 


Deſcriptions, and Symbols, Men may diſpro- 
portionately, darkly, and confuſedly paint 
out, becauſe: theſe are familiar and commen- 


ſurate with the natural Powers of unglorified 


Beings; and of ſuch are eating and drinking, 
as well as thoſe above nam'd, at Chriſt's Ta- 
ble, ſumptuous Banquets, married Feaſts, 


fertile Paſtures, beautiful Dwellings, magnifi- 
cent Cities, whoſe Sun never ſets, and 'whoſe: 


Light is ſeven-fold, of Thrones, Principalities 
and Powers, and all the'Enſigns of Honour 
and Majeſty, peculiar to the Princes of this 
World: But to give the whole Luſtre and 
Life · Stroke to it, we are under a natural Im- 
potence and Debilitation, becauſe it ſuppoſes: 
us more perfect, and more abſtracted than we 


are, or poſſibly can be, in the preſent State; 
5 for the Clearneſs of any Object depends upon 
a juſt Proportion and Agreement with the 


Faculty by which it is perceived; and becauſe 
no finite Mind can ſtretch itſelf to conceive 
infinite Knowledge; fo no mortal Man, tho? 
never ſo ſpiritualiz d. neither Prophet nor A- 


poſtle, could adequately deſcribe, theſe Objects 


being remote, unſearchable, impenetrable, 
and incomprehenſible. And, therefore, by a 


natural Analogy, the moſt accurate Repre· 
ſentations of theſe 
3 | | 


Privileges, tlie moſt Evan- 
: = gelical 
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Heaven. 


of the Morning, vaſtly exceeds either the 
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gelical Sagacity, the largeſt Depth of the 


profoundeft Wiſdom, the hugeſt imagina- 


ble Evangelical Deſcription, muſt needs fall 
ſhort of the Dignity, Honour, and Glory of 


Thus much, and many other like Symbols, | 


the Holy-Ghoſt hath thought neceſſary to ac- 


quaint us, concerning the Joys of thoſe hea- 
venly Abodes; and this is as much indeed as 
need be; and perhaps, as much, if duly con- 
ſider d, as our preſent Condition will admit ei- 
ther of knowing or embracing. It was indubi- 
tably the Intent of the Scriptures, to give all 


poſſible Satisfaction to every Enquirer and Ex- 
aminer aſter Happineſs. But the Doctrine of 


our Saviour was never deſiga'd to amuſe us 
with Evidences, capable alone of being em- 
brac'd by Spirits unconfin'd, and from Fleſh 
and Blood perfectly abſtracted. And altho', 
the Excellencies of the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
are too many, and too great and exqui- 
ſite, to bear a particular, adequate, and real 
Illuſtration; yet, the abundant Evidences de- 
liver'd in the faithful Records of our Savi- 
our and the Apoſtles, ſhould make us wait, 
with Patience and humble Hope, for the ra- 
viſhing Diſcovery of that Which is yet, by 
our utmoſt Search, in the Meaſures of Wit-, 


dom, in His heavenly Diſcourſes, unattainable 


till hereafter. The Light and Encourage- 


ment that we now have in View, which, 


like the Sun in its Riſing to the Dawn 


Pre- 


r 


1 


Preſages of Nature, or the Jewiſh Diſpenſa- 


tion; but falls infinitely ſhort of that conſpi- 
cuous Lay, where all the Clouds of Infir- 
mity ſhall be ſcatter'd; and we ſhall not only 
ſee Heaven as it is, but God likewiſe, who 


is Light ſo pure, that in him is no Darkneſs 


ara. . 
Had, indeed, the Felicities of Paradiſe been 
painted out to us in unintelligible Speculations, 
obſcure Predicables, and dark Problems, of 
which the ancient Philoſophers, concerning 
their Elyſium, very much abounded; We 
muſt confeſs this would juſtify the Text 
in a Literal Senſe; Eye hath not ſeen. This 
abſtruſe Way of ſignifying a Compenſation 
to be had hereafter, would be ſo far from in- 
ſpiring Men with a vigorous Zeal in the Pur- 
ſuit of it, that it would ſcarce ſupport them 
under the Difficulties of attaining it: But 
when there 1s no timely Metaphor or Allu- 
ſion, concerning the heavenly Jeruſalem, but 
what may beconvey*'d to our Underſtandings, 
and diſtill'd thro' the natural Limbeck of our 
Senſes; This muſt juſtify our utmoſt Long- 
ings and Groanings after it. And if they are 


not clear and intelligible, as the Things that 


are felt, ſeen or heard, with our mortal Hands, 
Eyes, or Ears, *tis not becauſe they are not 
enuine, true and certain, but *cis becauſe our 


nſes and Underſtandings are not refined 


from the Dregs of Dusk, Shadow and Obſcu- 
rity. And hence it is, that Men are fo averſe 
to the Teſtimony of ſublime Truths, becauſe 


not 
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not built upon the undoubted Foundation of 
Reaſon, debaſed and made apparent and clear 


to the Corruptions of Nature itſelf, of which 


the Goſpel hath induſtriouſſy explain'd as in- 


ſeparable to Humanity, or condemned as ſinful. 


And unleſs they take a Reſolution to improve 


and exalt humane Nature by bringing in con- 
trary Habits, Habits of a different Nature they 


Were formerly-in bondage and ſubject to; unleſs 


they are reſolved to be govern'd by their no- | 
bler Part, the Prerogative of the Man, or, as 


the Scripture expreſſes it, 20 be govern'd by the 
Spirit, to be led by the Spirit, to walk in the Spi- 


7it, all Argument muſt be look d upon by ſuch 
Men as weak and fallacious, or, at leaſt, not 
ſufficient to convince them of the Truth of 


any thing above the Ignorance and Deprava- 


tion they are immers d in. Thus the things 


that are not ſeen, will never be admitted into 


their Credendas; becauſe the very things 
that are ſeen are not duly regarded, the Com- 

ſition of humane Nature is not well look'd 
into, the unaveidable Frailcies of Spirits which 
are confined to Fleſh and Blood, too much 
indulged, and the Arm of Reaſon itſelf ſcarce 


ever made uſe of to encounter and ſubdue the 


Inſurrections and Aſſaults of the ſenſual Ap- 
petites, and the Spirit, Which is the immediate 
Organ or Inſtrument, by which the nobler 


Soul informeth and acteth in the Organs of the 
Body, obliterated, debaſed, quenched, and 
reſiſted. And till this in ſome meaſure be re- 


moved, and reduced to its primitive Nature, 
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that Perfection, which the Dignity and Na- 
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| Men turm the deaf Ear, the blind Eye, and 


obdurate Heart. And ſurely, ſuch are highly 
blamable'for letting themſelves be miſguided 
by the ferine and brutiſh part of them, when 


Reaſon and Intereſt botli concur to the con- 


trary, Heaven and its diſtant Joys appear to 
them more or leſs reliſhing; ſcarce ever enter- 


taining in proportion as the Lethargick Epi- 
curean Life is indulg d or abandon'd; at beſt, 
to them tis but a viſionary Scene, and uoplea- 
ſant Dream, which mixes and interchanges 


with their ſordid Gratifications; in which, 
aſter the utmoſt Indulgence, no manner of Sa- 
tisfaction is to be found. = 5 


* * 


Tis true, iudeed, that the brighteſt Virtue, 
the cleareſt Knowledge, and moſt abſtracted 


Contemplation, as the Text itſelf informs is, 


Toe vaſtly ſhort of that Perfection which 
. wile 


and good Men will immediately com- 
mence at the Reſurrection of the Juſt; and 


conſequently, the utmoſt Sagacity, ſhrewdeſt 


Ingenuity, and moſt penetracious Knowledge, 
lay under many Diſadvantages, perfectly to 


deſcribe what is above their proper Sphere 


exactly to know. And altho? nothing be more 


delightful, charming, deſirable, ſatisfactory, 


and agreeable. to the interior Powers and Fa- 
culties of our Souls, which is the Subject to 
which it adhereth, and in which our Appetites 


feel unexpreſſible Satisfaction; yet becauſe of 


a Deficiency, nay Impoſſibility of attaining to 


dC ture 
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- henſive ; they ſee the adorable Excellencit 
_ and perfect Con: nrehentitn: of, the heaveitly 
NManſion; not by. enigmatical Figures, cloud 
Tropes, or created Images, but with the dl. 
ſtiact and adequate Views of the Mind and 


"On 12 * 

ture of the Things chnfelhes! range 
cannot pals an exact Judgment, nor a jut OM 
putation, therefore we muſtzn the preſ A . - 
ch 


be contented with ſuch Methods 
Meaſures, as are auſwerable to the O 
and proportionable to the Deſires 
ſonable immortal Souls confin'd to our Bodies * '; 


_ -for it is a Property peculiar to the bleſſed 


rits above, to take a full proſpect of the 125 


menſe Treaſures of that  invilible Place, ard 
to behold rhei-reſplendene Beauty and Glor 


of the Lard. The Knowledge; Viſion, 'a 


Enjoy ment of theſe accurate Ng uhconfinet® | 


Beings, are more noble and refined; 'ryore 
critical and exact, more perfect and compre- 


Underſtanding. And altho' it doth not yet 


| — . to the Bye, Ear, or Heart, that any 


uch Knowledge is attainable, yet are they oot 
deſtitute of Evidence ſufficient, and proper' 
for Souls preſent with their Bodies; and till 
they are abſent from the Bodies, and preſent 


and at home wiih the Lord, ſuch Declarations 
and Repreſentations as he in Mercy hath been 


pleaſed to afford, ſhould work upon our Af- 
fections and Deſires, as not to form low an 
mean Apprehenſions of thoſe invaluable | 


ſings, but wind our Souls up to- che higheſt 


Degree of Adoration. and wy Wonder our 
Fl.aaculties 


2 


. *$ 


any Degree from its only native and original 


ruſalen, whith is - trongly:icngy 


_ vilib 


or the 


” Packliies wil Fete 45 neveh t fer the fake of 


the groſs and material Part of us to altennte 


Object. All of-us, indeed, by Nature, intenfely 
ſel: for Happineſs, that is Heaven; for it 
impoſſible it ſhould be found on Earth; ani 


What ſhould impet us to this folicitous Search, 


but from ſome original Efgtavements; im 


pPeinted Characters, and pleaſurable Reflexix 


ons of the internal Ideas of 'the: heavenly Je 

aſted on the 
Soul. of Man? and how ſhould this Knows 
ledge. be communicated but by Similitudes 


_ and; Repreſentations? The Holy Ghoſt hath 
given us a ſufficient Intimation of the Con- 
Veyance- of theſe Truths to the Uaderſtand- 


ing, hy the: frequene Uſe ef theſe Images: 
The more we goa 2 theſe, the better 
are we inform d in the other: And ſince out 
nde; of Matters inſenſible; indefinue, 
Miflate, are proved clearly by thoſe 

, demonſtratiwe and ſenſible, 
ile expreſſes it; The things thai 
e ſeen, proue the things that are not feen, id 
ighly. s us, to examine well the Re- 
omblances, as the Underſtanding, by medita- 


tiog thereupon, may, thro' thoſe Beams, con- 


template and approach that Bliſs and Light 


which is unacceſſible. Whatſoever is: Aiſ- 


ous by them, may be truly avouched only 
mages of a tranſcendent Goodneſs; which; 


without the help of theſe Externals, the Im⸗ 
Fallen, pan to the . and Proper- 
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ties öf the Soul, could never be ingrafted, 
pecauſe not able in a defective Condition, to 
reflect or contemplate abſtracted Joys, with- 
out the help of theſe Images and Similies ſym- 
pathizing with' them, as it were provoking 
them to make ſome Criſis of their own Inhe- 
rance. *Tis agreeable to all the Syſtems and 
Maxims of Philoſophy, that nothing isaQtually 
and diſtinctly underſtood, but by Speculation. 
The intellective Soul is like an empty Space, 
into which nothing can be admitted, but 
what paſſes firſt thro? the Gates and Ave- 
nues of Senſe. Our Souls immured in- this 
Dungeon, muſt wait to have Intelligence, which 
in this preſent State is myſterious and im- 
perfect. The corruptible Body preſſing down 
the Soul, weighing down the Mind, muſing 
with many Things, that the Things of the 
Earth are ſcarce rightly gueſs'd by us; but 
thethings that are in Heaven, who hath ſearch» 
ed out? The natural Man receiveth them not, 
it cannot enter into his Heart, neither can his 
Eye ſee, or his Ear hear; there is no Medium 
whereby he can know them: Therefore, in 
order to any becoming degree of Knowledge 
concerning theſe things, tis requiſite our Minds 
be ſet right, our Underſtandings enlightned, 
our Wills rectified, all the Byaſs of Infirmit7 
ener vated, the Wiſdom that deſcendeth from 


above, carefully improved to thoſe Purpoſes it 


Was intended to ſerve; the Wiſdom of this 
World ſcornfully overlook'd, the Fooliſhneſs 
thereof deſpiſed and deteſted. Thus diſpoſed, 
we may in a great meaſure ſpiritually * 5 


of the holy Tabernacle which God hath pre- 


pared from the Beginniog. This Knowledge 
is inconccivable to worldly Men, who are 
Strangers to it; unutterable even by Apoſtles 


and Martyrs, Saints and Prophets, on'whom 


it reſts. In vain does the ſcornful Voluptuary 
| ſeek for any account of it; there is no Idea 
can ever be given him of it; it hath no Alli- 
ance with the Pleaſures of Fleſh and Senſe, in 
which he bewilders himſelf; they are Fooliſh- 
neſs to him. Tis not convey'd unto us by 
the impracticable Perfection of the Sroicks, nor 
any antecedent imperfect Diſpenſation to the 
Goſpel, for in this alone have we undeceivable 
and infallible Knowledge, which altho now* 
deliver'd' unto us by created Reſemblances, 
yet ſhall hereaſter manifeſt themſelves to us as 
they are, of which this partial Knowledge is a 
fure Pledge and Antepaſt : For the Spirit of 
Truth, ſent down upon the Apoſtles, which 
led them into all Truth, and Certainty of 
Eternal Joys, of which ny now are actual 
Poſſeſſors, reveals even theſe deep Myſteries 
unto us, of which we alſo, together with 
them, ſhall be Partakers, if we aſpire _ 


as 10 So — thats Kingdoin 
$ Heavenly Kingdom, :ill.anfwer ath our 
and-Diligepce,,! a — 


_ gable and ſtrenuous ; . 


right 770 Saanen, E would antiniate | 


* 
* 
* 
* 
„ ? 
> 
_ 


wi ö 1 1 r. 8 ' any. Deſert 
Or. CI . , 1 — 


A Aſfectios, _ 
mately fatisfy.our ravidyd Hearts, and eters - 
pally and amply feaſt the Longing and Groan - 
ing of our moſt capacious Souls; and that an 
inegtruptible Crown of Glory will moſt infal · 
libiy be be adjudged to every; one, who with Vis 
2 » Zeal and Sincerity, runs the Raes tliat ia 
fer before him; and that altho? theſe celeſtial 

Joys are urfathomable, impenetrable, and im- 
; perceptibly; Jet, there is no Reaſon left for 
any to be incredulous or uubelieving; tis in- 
poſſible we! ſhould ever, be decejiv'd by the 

| 46 and Rewards of another State, pro- 
paunded to us in Holy Writ, the myſterious 

but ineffable Expreſſions whereof, did we bur 
ſincerely meditate and contemplate i upon, as 
we frequently bear it read and expobnded? 
the whole World beſides, and all its Unſincerd 
Fleaſures, borrow'd Luſtres, and.,i ,imagioary- 
Joys, can never Wan the; Plenty of that. Sa- 

tisfaction * 
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has | 
This is an Honour an 3 1 

_ - worthy our utmoſt Gratitude, ve, and 
_ Thankſgiving; this is ſtooping to our Deſires 
and Inclinations. How then can we act con- 
trary to our Wills, Intereſt, and Duty; to 
enter. into theſe a - 
there is uninterrupted Pleaſure, peerleſs Gems, 
and immortal Crowns. How {ſhould the Ex- 
pectation of theſe tranſcendent and unſpeak- 
able Bleſſings, excite, and almoſt inflame our 
Zeal; ſets us above all. Lukęwarmneſs, De- 
ſpondences,- -z3nd Doubt, im} — and in- 
vigorate us with inflexible Hopes, unſhaken 
Faith, and conſtant 3 to have a 
Kingdom 
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